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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice To Applicant 

1 . This communication is in response to the amendment filed 6/22/06 and the RCE 
on 8/1/06. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 8/1/06 
has been entered. Claims 1-38 have been canceled. Claims 39, 43, 45, and 47 have 
been amended. Claims 39-47 are pending. 

Specification 



2. The new matter objection is hereby withdrawn due to the amendment filed on 
6/22/06 and the RCE filed on 8/1/06. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 39-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fletcher-Haynes et al. (US 2001/0034614; hereinafter Fletcher-Haynes), in view of 
Stevens et al. (6,428,640; hereinafter Stevens), and in view of Official Notice. 

(A) As per currently amended claim 39, Fletcher-Haynes discloses a method of 
configuring a blood component collection instrument comprising the steps of: 

(1) collecting a biological characteristic of a donor (Fletcher-Haynes: par. 
[0086]; Fig. 2C, 2D and 3C); 

(2) calculating a nomogram by utilizing the biological characteristic of the 
donor (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0127] and [0296]; Fig. 3C and 9A-10) 

(As per nomograms, Examiner takes Official Notice that nomograms and 
the technique of utilizing them to graphically make, inter alia, calculations 
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and estimations are notoriously well known and obvious and were 
developed and used well prior to Applicant's invention. For example, 
nomograms have routinely been used in stereology to make predictions 
about how much sampling is required to obtain a given coefficient of error. 
Nomograms have also routinely been used in blood collection procedures 
to estimate, inter alia, blood volumes. As such, the recitations pertaining 
to nomograms in the instant application are deemed to be insufficient to 
overcome the prior art.); 

(3) transmitting the nomogram to a blood component collection instrument 
(Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012]); 

(4) selecting a blood component collection application in response to the 
nomogram, the blood component collection application defining at least a 
portion of a blood component collection process (Fletcher-Haynes: par. 
[0012], [0057] and [0059]); and 

(5) loading the selected blood component collection application wherein the 
blood component collection instrument is configured for the blood 
component collection process involving the donor (Fletcher-Haynes: par. 
[0014] and [0015]; Fig. 6A). 

Fletcher-Haynes, however, fails to expressly disclose a method of configuring a 
blood component collection instrument comprising the steps of: 
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(6) scanning identification code associated with the blood component 
collection kit : and 

(7) determining from the scanned identification code whether a blood 
component collection kit is compatible with the selected blood component 
collection application. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Stevens. In particular, Stevens discloses a method of configuring a blood component 
collection instrument comprising the steps of: 

(6) scanning identification code associated with the blood component 
collection kit (Stevens: col. 4, line 63-col. 5, line 17); and 

(7) determining from the scanned identification code whether a blood 
component collection kit is compatible with the selected blood component 
collection application (Stevens: col. 4, line 63-col. 5, line 17). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Stevens with the combined teachings of Fletcher- 
Haynes and Official Notice with the motivation of ensuring that compatible materials are 
utilized for a particular blood collection procedure. 
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One of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Official Notice with the combined teachings of 
Fletcher-Haynes and Stevens with the motivation of graphically approximating blood 
collection calculations. 

(B) As per previously presented claim 40, Fletcher-Haynes discloses the method of 
claim 39 further comprising the steps of: 

(1) providing a memory being capable of storing a plurality of blood 
component collection applications (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012]); and 

(2) providing a server for running the blood component collection process, the 
server being operably connected to the blood component collection 
instrument and the memory (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012]). 

(C) As per previously presented claim 41 , Fletcher-Haynes discloses the method of 
claim 40 further comprising the steps of: 

(1) providing a management interface for transmitting the nomogram to the 
system server (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0059]); and 

(2) determining if an operator of the blood component collection instrument is 
qualified for the selected blood component collection application (Fletcher- 
Haynes: par. [0074], [0079], [0114], [0120] and[0132]). 
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(D) As per previously presented claim 42, Fletcher-Haynes discloses the method of 
claim 40 further comprising the steps of: 

(1) providing an identifier for the donor (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0167]); 

(2) associating the nomogram with the donor identifier (Fletcher-Haynes: par. 
[0127]; Fig. 3B and 3C); and 

(3) storing the nomogram in the memory (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0127]; Fig. 
3C). 

(E) As per currently amended claim 43, Fletcher-Haynes discloses a method of 
configuring a blood component collection instrument comprising the steps of: 

(1) providing a blood component collection application defining at least a 
portion of a blood component collection process (Fletcher-Haynes: par. 
[0012); 

(2) providing a memory being capable of storing a plurality of blood 
component collection applications (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012]); 

(3) collecting a biological characteristic of a donor (Fletcher-Haynes: Fig. 2C, 
2D and 3C); 
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(4) calculating a. nomogram by utilizing the biological characteristic of the 
donor, the donor having an identifier (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0127] and 
[0296]; Fig. 3C and 9A-10); 

(5) associating the nomogram with the donor identifier (Fletcher-Haynes: par. 
[0127]; Fig. 3B and 3C); 

(6) storing the donor identifier in the memory (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0057]); 

(7) transmitting the donor identifier to the blood component collection 
instrument (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0057]); 

(8) retrieving the nomogram associated with the donor identifier (Fletcher- 
Haynes: par. [0127]; Fig. 3B and 3C); 

(9) selecting a blood component collection application in response to the 
nomogram (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012], [0057] and [0059]); 

(10) loading the selected blood component collection application (Fletcher- 
Haynes: par. [0057]); 

(11) providing a server for running the blood component collection process, the 
server being operably connected to the blood component collection 
instrument and the memory (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012]). 

Fletcher-Haynes, however, fails to expressly disclose a method of configuring a 
blood component collection instrument comprising the steps of: 
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(12) scanning an identification code associated with the blood component kit : 
and 

(13) determining from the scanned identification code whether a blood 
component collection kit is compatible with the selected blood component 
collection application. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Stevens. In particular, Stevens discloses a method of configuring a blood component 
collection instrument comprising the steps of: 

(12) scanning an identification code associated with the blood component kit 
(Stevens: col. 4, line 63-col. 5, line 17); and 

(1 3) determining from the scanned identification code whether a blood 
component collection kit is compatible with the selected blood component 
collection application (Stevens: col. 4, line 63-col. 5, line 17). 

* 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Stevens with the combined teachings of Fletcher- 
Haynes and Official Notice with the motivation of ensuring that compatible materials are 
utilized for a particular blood collection procedure. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Official Notice with the combined teachings of 
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Fletcher-Haynes and Stevens with the motivation of graphically approximating blood 
collection calculations. 

(F) As per previously presented claim 44, Fletcher-Haynes discloses the method of 
claim 43 further comprising the step of: 

(1) providing a management interface for transmitting the nomogram to the 
system server (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0059]); and 

(2) determining if an operator of the blood component collection instrument is 
qualified for the selected blood component collection application (Fletcher- 
Haynes: par. [0074], [0079], [0114], [0120] and[0132]). 

(G) As per currently amended claim 45, Fletcher-Haynes discloses a system for 
configuring a blood component collection instrument, the blood component collection 
instrument being operably connected in a blood component collection facility for 
collecting a blood component from a donor, the system comprising: 

(1) a nomogram calculated from at least one biological characteristic of a 
donor (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0127] and [0296]; Fig. 3C and 9A-10); 

(2) a blood component collection application defining at least a portion of a 
blood component collection process (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012]); 
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(3) a system server being operably connected to the blood component 
collection instrument, the system server running the blood component 
collection application, the blood component collection application being 
selected in response to the nomogram wherein the blood component 
collection instrument is configured for the blood component collection 
process from the donor (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012], [0057], and [0059]); 
and 

(4) a memory being operably connected to the system server, the memory for 
storing the blood component collection application (Fletcher-Haynes: par. 
[0012]). 

Fletcher-Haynes, however, fails to expressly disclose a system for configuring a 
blood component collection instrument, the blood component collection instrument 
being operably connected in a blood component collection facility for collecting a blood 
component from a donor, the system comprising: 

(3) a blood component collection kit with an identification code, said 

identification code used to determine if the blood component collection kit 
is compatible with the selected blood component collection application. 



Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Stevens. In particular, Stevens discloses a system for configuring a blood component 
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collection instrument, the blood component collection instrument being operably 
connected in a blood component collection facility for collecting a blood component from 
a donor, the system comprising: 

(3) a blood component collection kit with an identification code, said 

identification code used to determine if the blood component collection kit 
is compatible with the selected blood component collection application 
(Stevens: col. 4, line 63-col. 5, line 17). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Stevens with the combined teachings of Fletcher- 
Haynes and Official Notice with the motivation of ensuring that compatible materials are 
utilized for a particular blood collection procedure. 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Official Notice with the combined teachings of 
Fletcher-Haynes and Stevens with the motivation of graphically approximating blood 
collection calculations. 

(H) As per previously presented claim 46, Fletcher-Haynes discloses the system of 
claim 45 further comprising: 
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a reader for entering the nomogram, the reader being operably connected to the 
system server wherein the nomogram is associated with the donor (Fletcher-Haynes: 
par. [0022] and [0071]). 

(I) As per currently amended claim 47, the Fletcher-Haynes discloses a medium 
readable by a programmable device, the medium for use in a system having an 
operating interface for managing a blood component collection facility comprising a 
blood component collection instrument and a system server, the system server having a 
memory and being operably connected to the blood component collection instrument, 
the blood component collection instrument being capable of self-configuring the blood 
component collection instrument in response to a nomogram received by the system 
server, the nomogram being calculated in response to a biological characteristic of an 
identified donor, the medium comprising: 

(1) a first segment for receiving the nomogram (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0127]; 
Fig. 3C); 

(2) a second segment for selecting a blood component collection application 
in response to the nomogram (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0012], [0057] and 
[0059]); 

(3) a third segment for loading the blood component (Fletcher-Haynes: Fig. 
3D); and 
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(4) a fifth segment for configuring the blood component collection instrument 
in response to the blood component collection application, the configured 
blood component collection instrument being ready for blood component 
collection from the donor (Fletcher-Haynes: par. [0014]). 

Fletcher-Haynes, however, fails to expressly discloses a medium readable by a 
programmable device, the medium for use in a system having an operating interface for 
managing a blood component collection facility comprising a blood component 
collection instrument and a system server, the system server having a memory and 
being operably connected to the blood component collection instrument, the blood 
component collection instrument being capable of self-configuring the blood component 
collection instrument in response to a nomogram received by the system server, the 
nomogram being calculated in response to a biological characteristic of an identified 
donor, the medium comprising: 

(5) a fourth segment for determining if a scanned identification code 
associated with a blood component collection kit is compatible with the 
selected blood component collection application. 

Nevertheless, these features are old and well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Stevens. In particular, Stevens discloses a medium readable by a programmable 
device, the medium for use in a system having an operating interface for managing a 
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blood component collection facility comprising a blood component collection instrument 
and a system server, the system server having a memory and being operably 
connected to the blood component collection instrument, the blood component 
collection instrument being capable of self-configuring the blood component collection 
instrument in response to a nomogram received by the system server, the nomogram 
being calculated in response to a biological characteristic of an identified donor, the 
medium comprising: 

(5) a fourth segment for determining if a scanned identification code 

associated with a blood component collection kit is compatible with the 
selected blood component collection application (Stevens: col. 4, line 63- 
col. 5, line 17). 

One of ordinary skill in the art would have found it obvious at the time of the 
invention to combine the teachings of Stevens with the combined teachings of Fletcher- 
Haynes and Official Notice with the motivation of ensuring that compatible materials are 
utilized for a particular blood collection procedure. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 39-47 have been considered but 
are moot in view of new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mike Tomaszewski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-81 17. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00 am - 3:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (571)272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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